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HOWDEN  RURAL  DISTRICT 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Howden  Rural  District  Council. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  ending  December 
31st,  1953. 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 
OF  THE  AREA. 

1 —  Area  (in  acres)  69,963. 

2 —  Estimate  of  the  average  population  of  the  area  during 
1952— Civilian  11,690. 

3 —  Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  the  end  of  1951 
according  to  Rate  Books — 3,591, 

4 —  Rateable  Value — £43,964. 

5 —  Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate — £166/6/8. 

Council  Houses  completed  during  1953 — (45)  as  follows:  — 
Howden  24  ; Yokefleet  2 ; Blacktoft  2 ; Gilberdyke  13  ; 
Laxton  4.  The  number  under  construction  at  the  end 
of  1953  was  69. 

The  chief  industry  throughout  the  District  is  Agriculture  ; 
other  employment  being  provided  by  the  Flax  Mill,  Ouse 
Chemical  Works,  the  Creosote  Works,  Brickyards, 
Railways,  and  Market  Gardening. 

Public  Health  Officers. 

A part-time  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector — Mr.  I.  D.  Kennaugh. 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspector  — Mr.  C.  Wilding  to 
September,  1953. 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspector — Mr.  F.  R.  Lawson  from 
October,  1953. 

Clerk/Typist — Miss  B.  Burton. 

The  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  also  acts  as  the  Council’s 
Building  Surveyor  and  is  responsible  for  the  Water  Under- 
taking, Public  Cleansing  and  maintenance  of  Council 
property. 

Both  present  Inspectors  hold  the  Statutory  qualifications 
and  also  the  Certificates  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  as 
Inspector  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 


Births. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


M. 

F. 

Live 

Births — Legitimate 

107 

95 

Illegitimate  ... 

4 

3 

Total 

Ill 

98 

Still 

Births — All  Legitimate 

3 

2 

The 

Birth  Rate  in  the  Howden 

Rural  Area  per 

1,000 

population — 17-87. 

Birth  Rate  of  England  and  Wales  per  1,000  Population — 
15-5. 

Still  Birth  Rate  for  Howden  Rural  Area — 43. 

Still  Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales — 43. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

Pathological  Examinations  are  carried  out  at  the  Beverley 
Area  Laboratory  and  West  Riding  Laboratory,  Wakefield. 

Infant  Welfare. 

This  has  now  been  taken  over  by  the  County  Medical 
Officer,  and  continues  to  be  well  attended. 

Maternity. 

County  Maternity  Nurses  are  available  in  all  parts  of 
the  Area. 

Beds  in  the  Beverley,  Ferriby  and  Goole  Maternity  Homes 
are  available  for  Special  Cases,  and  the  District  is  now 
fortunately  situated  in  this  respect. 

Water. 

The  Supply  from  Newbald,  Goole  and  Pocklington  is  good 
average  water,  and  regular  testing  proves  it  to  be  very 
free  from  Impurity. 

Ambulance  Services. 

There  is  a complete  night  and  day  Ambulance  Service 
available  at  Beverley,  Goole  and  Selby. 

The  Howden  Ambulance  is  incorporated  into  the  Beverley 
Service. 

There  is  still  some  abuse  of  the  Ambulance  Services. 
Wherever  alternative  means  of  conveyance  is  possible  and 
suitable,  use  should  be  made  of  it. 

Blood  Transfusion  Centre. 

During  the  year  the  Blood  Transfusion  Service  came  to 
Howden  to  collect  Blood,  and  the  Donors  or  the  Area 
responded  to  the  Call  in  a highly  satisfactory  way. 

Our  thanks  are  due  to  them,  and  also  to  the  valuable 
help  given  by  the  Howden  Branch  of  the  British  Red 
Cross  Society. 


Hospitals. 

The  Goole  Bartholomew  Hospital  is  available  for  Accidents 
and  Surgical  Cases,  and  the  St.  John’s  Hospital  for  Chronic 
Sick  Cases. 

In  addition  to  this,  Specialists  visit  the  Bartholomew 
Hospital  regularly  and  are  available  to  the  people  in  the 
Howden  Rural  Area. 

The  days  on  which  these  Specialists  are  at  Goole  are  as 
follows : — 

Monday  Morning  — Physician. 

Tuesday  Morning  — Orthopaedic. 

Tuesday  Afternoon  (alternate)  — Gynaecologist. 
Wednesday  Morning  — Surgeon. 

Thursday  Morning  — Eye  Specialist. 

Thursday  Morning  — Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Specialist. 
Thursday  Afternoon  — Surgeon. 

Friday  Afternoon  — Venereal  Diseases. 

A Children’s  Specialist  visits  the  Goole  Infant  Welfare 
Centre. 

There  is  still  a very  great  shortage  of  Beds  for  Chronic 
Sick  Cases. 

There  is  no  Fever  Hospital  within  the  Area. 


M. 

F. 

Total 

Total  Deaths  in 

the  Howden  Rural  Area 

in  1953 

66 

69 

135 

Death  Rate  for 

Howden  Rural  Area — 11-2. 

Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales — 11-4. 

Chief  Causes  of  Death. 

Heart  and  Circulatory  Diseases — 51. 

Cancer,  'including  Cancer  of  Lung  (5) — 21. 

Apoplexy — 19. 

Accidents,  including  Road  Traffic  (1) — 5. 

Tuberculosis — 1 . 

Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia — 14. 

All  other  causes — 24. 

There  were  no  Deaths  from  any  other  Notifiable  Infectious 
Disease. 

Maternal  Mortality. 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes — nil. 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  in  England  and  Wales  per 
1,000  Births — 76. 

In  England  and  Wales  only  eight  Women  between  the  ages 
of  15 — 44  lost  their  lives  from  all  causes  associated  with 
Confinement  out  of  every  million  Women  in  that  Age 
Group. 


Infant  Mortality. 

M.  F.  Total. 

Deaths  of  Children  under  1 year  of  age 

in  the  Howden  Area  ...  ...  ...  4 4 8 

Infant  Death  Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births — 38-2. 

Infant  Death  Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births  for  England  and 
Wales — 26-8. 

Conclusions. 

The  Birth  Rate  and  Death  Rate  are  both  about  he  average 
for  the  District  and  the  Country. 

Again  there  were  no  Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes. 
There  was  only  1 Death  from  Tuberculosis  out  of  a 
Population  of  11,690. 

The  Deaths  from  Cancer  amount  to  1 in  6 of  the  Total 
Deaths,  and  nearly  half  the  Total  Deaths  are  due  to 
Circulatory  Causes. 

In  1952  there  were  no  Deaths  from  Diphtheria  or  Smallpox. 

Tuberculosis. 

During  the  year  there  was  1 Death  from  Tuberculosis, 
and  10  new  cases  were  notified. 

Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases. 

During  1953  the  following  notifications  of  Infectious  Disease 
were  received : — 

Scarlet  Fever,  15  ; Measles,  87  ; Whooping  Cough,  74  ; 
Pneumonia,  23  ; Erysipelas,  2. 

There  were  no  cases  of  Diphtheria,  Typhoid,  Paratyphoid 
or  Poliomyelitis. 

Vaccination  and  Immunisation. 

The  number  of  Children  Vaccinated  and  Immunised  is 
still  not  so  high  as  it  should  be.  For  the  second  year  in 
succession  there  were  no  Deaths  in  England  and  Wales 
from  Diphtheria.  This  is  very  good  indeed,  but  we  should 
remember  that  the  percentage  of  Children  Immunised  is 
still  far  too  low,  and  unless  this  state  of  affairs  is  improved 
there  is  a great  risk  that  Diphtheria  may  yet  take  some 
toll  of  infant  life. 

All  Schools  are  under  the  County  Council  with  the 
exception  of  one  small  Private  School  in  Howden.  Reports 
are  sent  by  the  Head  Teacher  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
of  absentees  from  School  suffering  from  Infective  Sickness. 

I am, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  WIGGLESWORTH, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Report  of  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 
and  Surveyor  for  the  year  1953 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Howden  Rural  District  Council. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  for  your  consideration  a 
brief  report  concerning  the  Sanitary  Administration  of  your 
District  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1953. 

HOUSING  GENERAL. 

Council  Houses. 

During  the  year  under  review,  the  following  houses  were 
completed  and  occupied:  — 


Howden 

24  Traditional 

Blacktoft 

2 

Gilberdyke 

13 

Laxton 

4 ,, 

Yokefleet 

2 

Total 

45 

Houses  in  the  Course  of  Erection. 

Howden 

34  Traditional 

Eastrington 

8 

Gilberdyke 

7 

Holme/Moor  ... 

2 

Newport 

8 

North  Cave  ... 

10 

Total  

69 

The  maintenance  of  Council  property  calls 

increasing  amount  of  time  and  600  visits  were  made  to  Council 
houses  in  respect  of  complaints.  A total  of  653  orders  for 
works  of  repair  were  given,  and  80  houses  were  externally 
painted  during  the  year. 

Private  Enterprise. 

During  the  year  11  houses  were  erected  by  Private 
Enterprise. 

Other  Houses. 

Agricultural  Workers’  Subsidy  Houses— 1 completed. 


Building  Byelaws,  Town  and  Country  Planning  Act. 

Applications  were  submitted  for  new  buildings  and 
alterations  in  78  cases,  one  application  was  withdrawn,  and 
Byelaw  approval  given  in  77  instances. 

New  Building  Byelaws  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936, 
were  confirmed  on  the  11th  September,  1953,  and  came  into 
operation  on  the  21st  October,  1953. 

Under  the  delegated  powers  of  the  Town  and  Country 
Planning  Act,  1947,  104  applications  were  received,  93  approved, 
8 refused  and  3 withdrawn. 

During  the  year  217  inspections  were  made  of  buildings 
and  alterations.  Meetings  of  the  County  Development  Sub- 
committee were  attended,  and  close  liaison  exists  between  this 
Department  and  the  County  Planning  Office. 

Building  Licensing. 

With  the  continued  relaxation  of  control  there  have  been 
issued  the  following  licences:  — 

For  new  houses — 5.  For  repairs  and  alterations — 1. 

HOUSING  ACTS. 

Demolition  and  Closing  Orders. 

1.  Housing  Act,  1936. 

(a)  Houses  demolished  as  a result  of  formal  or  informal 
procedure  under  Section  11 — 2. 

(b)  Houses  closed  in  pursuance  of  an  undertaking  given 
by  the  owners  under  Section  11,  still  in  force — 6. 

(c)  Parts  of  Buildings  closed  (Section  12) — 1. 

Repairs. 

Number  of  unfit  or  defective  houses  rendered  fit  during 
the  period  as  a result  of  informal  action  by  the  local  authority 
under  the  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts — 68. 

Number  of  houses  where  repairs  were  executed-— 31. 

Overcrowding. 

Inspections  made — 3. 

Moveable  Dwellings. 

Sites  inspected — 29. 

Dwellings  inspected — 7. 

Nuisances  abated — 7. 

Improvement  Grants. 

During  the  year  approved  works  of  improvement  were 
completed  to  one  house,  one  application  was  refused  by  the 
Council,  two  failed  to  satisfy  Ministry  requirements,  and  one 
application  was  withdrawn  owing  to  unsuitability  of  structure 


Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

I feel  there  is  no  need  to  reiterate  details  given  in  previous 
reports.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  the  general  flat  nature  of  the 
district  and  lack  of  main  sewerage  schemes  continue  to  present 
difficulties.  Under  these  circumstances  complaints  regarding 
offensive  ditches  and  dykes  will  persist  until  proper  means 
of  disposal  to  main  sewerage  schemes  are  available. 

To  some  degree  the  conditions  are  ameliorated  by  annual 
cleansing  of  these  sanitary  dykes  and  during  the  year  this  was 
carried  out  at  Laxton,  Nordham.  Eastrington,  Asselby,  Newport 
and  Ho haie-on-Sp aiding  Moor.  The  open  portions  of  the  Old 
Derwent  in  Howden  were  cleansed,  but  the  culverted  portions 
present  a serious  problem  and,  although  tides  were  admitted, 
no  beneficial  result  was  obtained.  Forty-eight  inspections  were 
made  in  connection  with  complaints  and  cleansing  of  dykes. 

In  December,  1953,  work  commenced  on  the  sewerage 
scheme  for  Howden  town,  and  this  is  noteworthy  as  being  the 
first  major  sewerage  scheme  to  be  provided.  It  is  hoped  that 
similar  joint  schemes  with  the  Beverley  R.D.C.  will  not  be 
long  delayed. 

Sewerage  Plants. 

Two  small  disposal  plants  at  Council  Estates  at  Laxton 
and  Gilberdyke  were  put  into  operation  during  the  year, 
additional  to  the  existing  plants  at  Howden,  Barmbv,  Broom- 
fleet,  Holme-on-Spalding  Moor,  Newport  and  North  Cave.  A 
further  plant  at  Eastrington  is  under  construction.  Maintenance 
of  these  works  is  done  on  a part-time  basis  by  local  men, 
and  during  the  year  199  inspections  of  plants  were  made. 
Minor  breakdowns  occurring  are  remedied  in  most  cases  by 
the  Council’s  officers,  but  the  need  of  a skilled  mechanic  is 
growing  more  evident  as  the  number  of  the  works  increases. 

Conversions  to  water  closets  by  private  owners  were 
carried  out  in  21  cases. 

Twenty-seven  premises  were  provided  with  new  drainage, 
16  drainage  systems  were  repaired,  and  62  instances  of  blocked 
drains  cleared. 

Liaison  is  maintained  with  both  Rivers  Boards  operating 
in  this  area  to  secure  that  so  far  as  possible  all  new  drainage 
works  will  not  cause  pollution.  In  anticipation  of  provision 
of  sewers  in  Howden,  a survey  of  premises  was  commenced, 
and  up  to  31/12/53  97  premises  had  been  inspected. 

Public  Cleansing. 

The  system  generally  provides  a weekly  collection  in  the 
more  densely  populated  areas,  and  fortnightly  collection  else- 
where. The  scattered  nature  of  the  district  and  lack  of  suitable 
tip  sites,  combined  with  long  hauls  and  labour  replacement, 
present  the  main  difficulty.  This  severe  problem  will  persist 
until  the  main  drainage  and  water  closets  are  in  more  general 
use,  thus  making  a consequent  reduction  in  bulk  and  offensive 
nature  of  the  refuse,  resulting  in  better  control  of  tips.  Ninety- 
two  inspections  were  carried  out  at  the  disposal  points  in  use. 


Meat  and  Food  Inspections. 

Inspections  have  been  carried  out  at  the  following : — 
Bakehouses — 1. 

Ice  Cream  Premises — 13. 

Milk  Shops,  Dairies — 5. 

Cafes  and  Dining  Rooms — 16. 

Butchers’  Shops — 23. 

Grocers’  Shops — 7. 

Slaughtering  of  animals  for  food  is  carried  out  at  Goole 
under  the  control  of  the  Ministry  of  Food,  but  due  to  emergency 
slaughter,  inspections  were  made  of:  — 

Cattle  Pigs  Sheep 

1 26  27 

Meat  Condemned. 

Pig  carcases — 3 plucks,  2 pair  of  lungs,  1 head. 

Sheep  carcases — 1 pair  of  lungs. 

In  no  case  was  condemnation  due  to  Tubercular  condition. 

Miik. 

Supplementary  licences  for  the  sale  of  sterilised, 
pasteurised  and  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  have  been  issued  for 
the  district 

One  sample  of  pasteurised  milk  was  submitted  for 
examination  and  found  satisfactory. 

Factories. 

Extracts  from  the  Statutory  return  of  administration  under 
the  Factories  Act,  1937,  are  given  below:  — 


No. 

on 

Register. 

Inspections, 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 
and  6 are  to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

3 

2 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

42 

21 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out-workers’  premises) 

rr 

7 

7 

Total 

52 

30 

Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 

Referred 
by  H.M 

Sanitary  Conveniences.  Remedied.  Inspector 

(a)  Insufficient 

1 

1 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

1 

1 

Total 


2 


2 


Shops  Act 

No  necessity  for  legal  action  arose  during  the  year.  In 
six  instances  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Act  were 
secured. 

Petroleum  Regulations. 

The  total  amount  of  petrol  licensed  at  31/12/53  was  39,150 
gallons  at  69  premises. 

Eighteen  inspections  under  the  Regulations  were  made 
during  the  year. 

Water  Supply. 

During  the  year  progress  and  improvement  to  supply  have 
been  continued  and  the  new  water  mains  for  the  Co-ordination 
Scheme  and  Agricultural  Extensions  were  completed.  Lengths 
of  new  mains  laid  were:  — 

4"  — 406  lineal  yards. 

3"  — 16,735  lineal  yards. 

Final  tests  and  chlorination  of  these  mains  took  place 
during  July,  1953. 

Works  at  Spaldington  in  connection  with  the  new  Water 
Tower  were  commenced,  and  the  new  borehole  at  North 
Newbald  Pumping  Station  put  into  operation  on  the  16th 
October,  1953. 

North  Newbald  Pumping  Station  provides  the  greater 
amount  of  water,  and  during  the  year  175,713,000  gallons  were 
pumped.  Of  this  amount  47,723,000  gallons  were  supplied  to 
the  High  Hunsley  reservoir  and  South  Cave  systems  of  the 
Beverley  R.D.C.  During  the  year,  twelve  routine  samples  were 
taken  for  bacteriological  examination  from  supply  at  this 
Station,  and  all  were  classed  as  “ Highly  satisfactory.”  In 
connection  with  Bore  No.  5,  a series  of  6 samples  were  taken 
before  the  water  was  taken  into  supply.  Additionally,  one 
private  supply  was  sampled,  found  unsatisfactory,  and  has 
now  been  abandoned,  and  mains  water  connected. 

Bulk  supplies  are  obtained  from  Goole  Borough  and 
Pocklington  R.D.C.  and  details  for  the  year  are:  — 

From  Goole — 20,732,000  gallons. 

From  Pocklington — 64,104,000  gallons. 

It  will  be  noted  that  there  is  an  increase  in  the  amount 
supplied  from  Pocklington  R.D.C.,  and  this  is  due  to  water 
being  taken  through  the  new  8"  main  at  Shiptonthorpe,  which 
was  brought  into  use  on  the  12th  February,  1953. 

No  restrictions  of  supply  were  imposed,  but  in  November 
it  was  necessary  to  call  for  economy  in  the  use  of  water  to 
consumer  supplies.  No  doubt  completion  of  the  Water  Tower 
and  the  progress  of  link  mains  therefrom  to  Howden  Town 
will  effect  improvement  in  the  future. 


Rodent  Control, 


All  other 


Local  Dwelling  Agri-  (inc.  business 
Authority.  Houses,  cultural,  premises).  Total. 


1.  Total  number  of  pro- 

perties in  Local 
Authority’s  District  ...  13 

2.  Number  of  properties 
inspected  by  the  Local 
Authority  during 

the  year  ended  31st (a)  — 
Dec.,  ’54,  as  a result  of 
(a)  notification,  (b) 
survey  under  the  Pre- 
vention of  Damage  by 
Pests  Act,  1949,  ...  (b)  13 
(c)  otherwise,  e.g.  when 
visited  primarily  for 
some  other  purpose  (c) 

3.  Number  of  properties 
inspected  (see  Sec-  Major  3 
tion  2)  which  were 
found  to  be  infested 

by  rats  ...  ...  Minor  2 

4.  Number  of  properties 
inspected  (see  Section 
2)  which  were  found 
to  be  seriously  infested 

by  mice  ...  ...  — 

5.  Number  of  infested 

properties  (see  Sec- 
tions 3 & 4)  treated  by 
the  Local  Authority  ...  5 


3575  560  337  4485 


30  — 11  41 


— 17  — 30 

1021  — 72  1093 

— 1 4 


9 39 


1—1  2 


6 — 5 16 


As  with  other  work,  labour  is  a difficulty,  though  one 
workman  has  received  training  as  a Rodent  Operative,  there 
are  but  a few  occasions  when  this  man  is  available. 
Consequently  much  of  the  work  done  under  the  Prevention 
of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949,  is  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector. 


Disinfestation, 

Inspections  and  treatment  of  insect  infestations  were 
carried  out  in  9 instances. 


I am, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

I.  D.  KENNAUGH, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  & Surveyor. 


